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Year: Reception 11.05.20 

 

Thursday 

 

Focus 6: To explore different ways of making ten 
 
Why?  

 

 
Key words: Number names 0-10, make ten, add, plus, is equal to 
What you need: Number and dotted cards (included)   
 
Suggested sentence structures:   
“Five dots add five dots is equal to ten dots.”  
“I have three dots and the number nine. That is not equal to ten.” 
 
How?  

Activity overview  

 Place the number/dotted cards face up on the table.  

 Take it in turns to select two cards which must pair together to make ten. 

 If the cards do not make ten, they must place both back on the table. They can place a dotted 
card with a number and/or two dotted cards together or two number cards together.  

 This activity can be repeated using a different total number so that your child can practice 
their number bonds to and within ten 

 Encourage them to work systematically - have they found all the possible pairings using their 
cards? Can they order them?  

 Are there any pairings they could make that are not on the cards?   

 Can you find all possible pairings for ten - how do you know you have found them all?  

 Draw their attention to commutativity - is 1 + 9 = 10 the same as 9 + 1 = 10? Why/why not?   

 When your child can no longer make a pairing, then have them take one card from their 
partner’s hand to see if that makes the desired number. 

 
 

Key Questions to Check Understanding  

 Does it matter which way I add the cards? Will I still have ten? How do you know?  

 Have you found all pairings to ten? How do you know? Are there more pairings to ten? What 
about pairings to nine? Can you see a pattern?  

 Could you use three cards to make ten? How many different pairings of three cards can you 
make? 
 

Independent Task:  
Complete the above tasks and activity sheet 1. 
All:  Making 10-Chick and egg counting 
Complete the above tasks and the activity sheet 2. 
Most: Making 10-Rainbow sheet 
Complete the above tasks and the activity sheet 3. 
Some: Making 10- Star number bonds to 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity resource sheet 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
    



Activity sheet 1 - All 
Making 10 Chick and Egg Counting  
Activity Guidance 

 This resource can be used to explore counting and number bonds to 10.  

 Encourage children to place a number of eggs and chicks into the nest and then count how 
many of each there are. For example, they may place 5 eggs and 5 chicks into the nest. 
These can be counted and then a different arrangement and/or number of eggs and chicks 
can be placed into the nest to find a different way of making 10 - such as 3 chicks and 7 eggs.  

 Ask the children questions such as: ‘How many eggs are there? How many chicks? How 
many in the nest altogether? How many chicks would there be if another egg hatched? How 
many in the nest altogether now? Can you find another way of making 10?’ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
            
             
 
 



 Activity sheet 2- Most         

           



 Activity sheet 3 - Some        
            


