
Dear parents,  
 
Here is the literacy support for the 
lessons shown on the timetable.   
We have provided step by step 
instructions of how to teach the task 
and resources you will need.   There 
are also some key questions which 
you could ask yourself about your child to check their 
understanding about the task.   
There are focus tasks underneath for which you need to only select 
one for your child.   
 

- All means every child should be able to complete this.  
- Most means most of the children should be able to complete 

this.  
- Some means only a few of the children should be able to 

complete this.   

 
There is a separate document with suggested printable resources 
you can use.  But by all means please use a notebook or other paper 
instead.   
 
If you need any further support, please do not hesitate to contact 
either of us on the class email addresses.   
 
Best wishes and stay safe. 
 
Mrs Addis and Ms Khawaja  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Literacy Support 
Year - Reception Week 20.4.20 
 
Focus story:  The Tiny Seed written by Eric Carle 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mtp0VHJuP4 
 
In this 10 session sequence, the children plant a range of seeds and write instructions for seed-
planting before sharing the story The Tiny Seed. They write in role as the little seed, sing a Story 
Song and then write in the past tense. After exploring the idea of being small but managing to 
overcome adversity and grow big and strong, the children think about what they would like to 
become when they are grown up. Then a letter arrives from The Tiny Seed asking for help with giving 
other seeds advice and the children write a leaflet that will help seeds grow well. Phonics teaching is 
embedded throughout and suggestions 
 
Monday  
Focus 

 I can compare living things.  
 I can give and follow instructions 
 I can use a range of tools.  

 
Why? 
 

 To know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. 

 To follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  
 To handle equipment and tools effectively. 

 
 
What you need: Range of seeds, labels for size, pots, compost, trowels etc. 

 
How? 
 

 Show the children the following different seeds – have noun labels for these: 
cress, sunflower, runner-bean.  

 Talk about size, shape, texture, being very careful that the children wash their 
hands, especially after handling runner beans.  

 Which seed do children think will grow into the biggest plant?  
 Work with small groups to plant some of each type of seed.  
 Give the children clear instructions for each step; support the children to give 

instructions to each other. 
 Ensure pots are labelled with the variety of seed planted and the date that 

they were planted on.  
 Take photos of the children as they carry out each stage.  

  
Also ensure that you have a couple of cress, sunflower and runner-bean seeds 
planted ahead of beginning this sequence so that they have started to grow already.  
  
 



 
 
Key Questions to Check Understanding 
 

 What have you noticed about these seeds? Describe how do these seeds 
look different, if they do. 

 
Independent Task: 
All: Plant some of each type of seed. Give the children clear instructions for each 
step; support the children to give instructions to you. 
Complete the above tasks and the following activity. 
Most: Create noun phrases for each seed, e.g a tiny cress seed. 
Complete the above tasks and the following activity. 
Some: Create a list of the things and instructions that will help you planting. 
Complete the above tasks and the following questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Tuesday 
 
Focus 

 I can read and write the digraph –ai-  
 I can write simple sentences   
 I can read my sentences 

 
Why? 
 

 To be able to identify, read and spell the digraph –ai-  
 To be able to write simple sentences that can be read by themselves and others  
 To read and understand simple sentences 

 
What you need: Photos, illustrations taken from the text 
 
How? 
 

 Using the photos of the children that you took yesterday, go over some simple 
instructions for how to plant a seed e.g.  

1. Put some soil in a pot.  
2. Make a little hole.  
3. Pop the seed in the hole.  
 Tell the children that not all seeds are planted by humans. Some seeds are 

carried by the wind. They land then begin to grow. Some seeds are even 
eaten by birds and animals then pooped out!! Then they grow…   

 Share The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle.  
 Read up to the ‘Now it is spring page, down to And that little plant dies. 
 Introduce the digraph –ai- through the word ‘sail’  
 Apply sound buttons to the word ‘sail’.  
 Let the children practise writing the diagraph –ai-  

  
 
Key Questions to Check Understanding 

 What do plants need to grow? 
 

 
Independent Task:  

 
All: Show the children the following illustration 
and model writing a caption:  
Complete the above tasks and the following 
activity. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Most: Talk about what is happening and then 
ask them to describe the picture using some ‘ai’ 
words like ‘rain’, ‘sail’ and ‘hail’.  
Complete the above tasks and the following 
activity. 
Some: Talk about what is happening and then 
ask them to re-write the story in their own 
words using some ai’ words like ‘rain’, ‘sail’ and 
‘hail’. Encourage them to use a connective ‘and’ 
to join the two ideas e.g The seeds sail and the 
plant drinks the rain. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday 
 
Focus 

 I can read and write the digraph –igh.  
 I can use phonics to help me to write.  
 I can explain what has happened. 

 
Why? 
 

 To be able to identify, read and spell the digraph – igh-  
 To use phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken 

sounds. 
 To develop own explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

 
What you need: Grapheme cards, illustrations, seeds   
 
How? 
 

 Sound Hunt Provide children with cards:   
 
  
  
  

 Re-read the text – you could just read selected pages – displaying an 
enlarged version if possible.  

 As you do so, the children identify the grapheme that corresponds to the 
phoneme that they’ve read and heard by holding up the correct card.  

 Allocate your child different illustrations from the text.  
 Children are to write some text for the illustration that they have been 

allocated.  
  
   
Key Questions to Check Understanding 

 Where do plants get their food from? 
 
 
Independent Task: 
All: Can write ‘I can see’ or ‘it is’ sentences e.g I can see a goldfish, or it is raining. 
Complete the above tasks and the following activity. 
Most: Can write couple of sentences describing a given picture. Varied/complexed 
sentence structure e.g The goldfish is gliding through the coral reef. 
Complete the above tasks and the following activity. 
Some: Can write couple of sentences, joining the ideas using a connective ‘and’ e.g 
The goldfish is gliding through the coral reefs and  
Complete the above tasks and the following questions.  
 
 
 
 



Thursday 
 
Focus 

 I can talk about my ideas  
 I can share my ideas with a group, speaking clearly. 
 I can tell how flowers grow. 
 I can name some parts of a flower.  

 
Why? 
 

 To know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. 

 To follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  
 To handle equipment and tools effectively. 
 

What you need: PPT, pot, soil, flower seeds, watering can 
 
How? 
 

 Show the children the first slide from The Lifecycle of flowering plants. 
 Talk about how flowers grow, and what do we need to observe the life cycle of 

a flower.  
 Go through the PPT- on the second slide there are words like ‘germination’ 

and ‘seed dispersal’ and discuss those words so they understand the terms 
and the life cycle of flowering plants. 

 As you are going through the slides discuss where do plants get their food 
from. 

 Explain the term ‘photosynthesis’ and follow the link to watch an interactive 
video on photosynthesis. 

     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHVhM-pLRXk 
 Help the children plant two different kinds of flower seeds and encourage 

them to use bossy words as they are going over the instructions.  
 Discuss what is the first part of the plant that grows first and what grows 

second.  
 Take photos of the children as they carry out each stage.  
 Remind them to observe each plant every day to notice any changes that 

occur. 
 

 Key Questions to Check Understanding 
 How do seeds disperse? 

 
Independent Task: 
All: Label the parts of the flower. 
Complete the above tasks and the following activity. 
Most: Discuss what do flowers needs to grow and write couple of sentences.  
Complete the above tasks and the following activity. 
Some: Discuss what flowers need to grow, where they get their food from using the 
terms photosynthesis and germination. Can also illustrate their writing. 
Complete the above tasks and the following questions.  



Friday 
 
Focus 

 I can read and write the digraph –oa-  
 I can share my ideas with a group, speaking clearly.   

 
Why? 

 To be able to identify, read and spell the digraph – oa-  
 To be able to express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ 

 
What you need: Acorn, picture of an oak tree or real thing on location!  
 
How? 

 Show the children an acorn and then a picture (or even better, the real thing if 
there’s one nearby) of an oak tree.  

 Scribe and sound-button the word, ‘oak’. Talk about how big an oak can grow 
especially as it grows from one tiny seed that is housed in an acorn. Are the 
children surprised by this? 

           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hc2qnk39_9s 
 Teach the children the new digraph –oa- and let them read, say and write the 

sound. Provide them with phoneme frames and dictate some words with the –
oa- digraph in them e.g. oak, load, toad, foal, oat.  

 Now mix –oa- in with the other digraphs as a mini revision session of the 
vowel sounds: ai, ee, igh and oa  

 Read out these sentences for the children to write: 
1. Look at the seed sail.  
2. Look how high an oak can grow.  
3. Seeds sail in the air.  
 

 
 Key Questions to Check Understanding 

 How do we grow an oak tree from an acorn? 
 
Independent Task: 
All: Make a list of the things that we need to grow oak tree. 
Complete the above tasks and the following activity. 
Most: How to grow oak tree? Write a set of instructions  
Complete the above tasks and the following activity. 
Some: How to grow oak tree? Write a set of instructions using bossy words. 
Complete the above tasks and the following questions.  
 
 
 


