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Year 1 
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English Support 
Year 1 Week 20/04/2020  
 

 
Literature theme -Heroes and villains 
 
Text – Send for a Superhero! By Michael 
Rosen and Katherine McEwan 

Overview and Outcomes - This is a two to 
three-week sequence using Send for a 
Superhero by Michael Rosen and Katharine 
McEwen in which children create their own 

superheroes and use them to defeat baddies set to destroy their school. During the sequence, they write letters and emails asking for 
help, create wanted posters, generate character descriptions for their invented superheroes and the create their own version of the 
Send for the Superhero story (or re-write).  

What it covers (of course we do our best to cover as much of this as possible along the way however some may be harder than 
others due to our predicament) –  
 
Word Reading 

- Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
- Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings  

Reading Comprehension 

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 
- Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular 



characteristics 
Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 
- Drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 
- Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 
- Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

Writing Transcription 

Common exception words 
- Using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs 
- Using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, 
quicker, quickest] 
- Formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding [for 
example, whiteboard, superman] 
- Formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, –less  
Writing Composition 

Write sentences by: 
- Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
- Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
- Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
- Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense 
Discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 
Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.  

 

 



Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
- Regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es [for example, dog, dogs; wish, wishes], including the effects of these suffixes on the meaning of 
the noun 
- Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed in the spelling of root words (e.g. helping, helped, helper) 
- How words can combine to make sentences 
- Joining words and joining clauses using and 
- Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
- Separation of words with spaces 
- Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences 
- Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun I  

 
Note to Parents: 

All children should be able to complete the  task.   

Most children should be able to complete the  task. 

Some children should be able to complete the  task. 
 
Please judge how your child is doing with each task progressively.  Support children to work through as far as they can while remaining 
successful but each task does get progressively more difficult 
 
 
 
 
The book for the next few weeks work has been attached. This week the children will only be introduced to the front cover and the 
beginning of the book to help stimulate imagination.  



Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Learning content 
 
Why? 

1) Introducing the 
lesson to your 
child  

How? 

2) Writing task (choose the appropriate task 
for your child). 

 
How? 

 
To be able to 
predict what the 
story may contain. 
 
To be able to use a 
variety of 
conjunctions in 
their sentences. 
 
And, because, or, 
but. 
 
 
Key Questions 
 
Has your child used 
prediction? 
 
Has your child used 
some of the four 
conjunctions 
stated?  

Have a look at the 
front cover of the 
story book (left). 
Ask them – Do you 
think these 
characters are 
good or bad? 
 
Describe to your 
child that these 
two characters 
(Filth and Vacuum) 
are ‘baddies’. 
 
Ask them – What 
do you think these 
baddies do? What 
can we do to get 
rid of them? 
 
Share some 
answers together. 
Adult write a 
couple down. 
Encourage the 
conjunctions 
highlighted in 
learning content. 

Remember to take pride and write beautifully. 
 

   Answer the questions using a conjunction 
in their sentence. What do you think these 
baddies do? What can we do to get rid of 
them?  
 

 Answer the questions using a 
conjunction in their sentence. What do you 
think these baddies do? What can we do to get 
rid of them?  
Then write a question about the front cover 
for you (their guardian). Your child will then 
check it for a conjunction. 
 

 Answer the questions using a 
conjunction in their sentence. What do you 
think these baddies do? What can we do to get 
rid of them? 
Following this they can write a prediction. They 
can write about what they think the story 
might be about. Remind them to use the 
conjunctions. Remind them to look at the title 
and the picture to help them.  
 



Tuesday 
 
  

Learning content 
 
Why? 

1) Introducing the 
lesson to your child  

How? 

2) Writing task (choose the appropriate 
task for your child). 

 
How? 

 

To be able to 
describe using an 
adjective.  

To be able to use 
adjectives that end 
in the suffix –y.  

To be able to use 
conjunctions to 
explain and extend. 

  And, because, or, 
but. 
 
Key Questions 
 
Have they used an 
adjective in a 
sentence with the 
suffix -y? 
 
Have they 
describes using 
adjectives? 

At the start of this 
session introduce the 
book and read up to 
where the baddies are 
introduced.  

Collect adjectives to 
place around ‘Filth’ on 
the character 
splat(filthy, ugly, 
messy, dirty).  

Explore how the suffix 
–y changes the word 
and makes it into a 
word that describes 
(adjective). Look at the 
suffix fixer on the next 
page for help.  

Model creating a 
wanted poster that 
includes a description 
of the character using 
some of the adjectives. 
You can use my example 
if you wish. 

Remember to take pride and write 
beautifully. 
    

  

Children create a wanted poster for 
‘Vacuum’ (or Filth and Vacuum if they want 
to do both). Begin by completing a 
character splat and then add as many 
adjectives as they can think. Children to 
create statements using their adjectives 
describing Vacuum.  

 

Children create a wanted poster for 
‘Vacuum’ (or Filth and Vacuum if they want 
to do both). Begin by completing a 
character splat and then add as many 
adjectives as they can think. Children to 
create statements using their adjectives 
describing Vacuum. Challenge to use the 
four highlighted conjunctions in their 
sentences.  

 



 
 
 
 



Character  
Splat (add 
your 
adjectives) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Example poster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday 
 
 
Activity A 

 
-ful 
-less 
 
Powerful 
Powerless 
 
Useful 
Useless 
 
Helpful 
Helpless 
 
Children with guardians help to add -less or -
ful to the words then place in the circle they 
think is good or bad for a superhero. 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning content 
 
Why? 

1) Introducing the 
lesson to your 
child  

How? 

2) Writing task (choose the appropriate task 
for your child). 

 
How? 

Describing 
characters and 
exploring compound 
words. 

To be able to 
choose appropriate 
words to describe a 
character. 
To be able to 
identify words 
within words 
(compounds). 
Key Questions 
 
 Have they added -
ful and or -less to 
the compound 
words? 

Who is your 
favourite 
superhero? Why? 
Look at the word 
superhero. What 
words can you find 
in there? What is a 
hero? What makes 
people ‘super’ 
heroes? Discuss 
people who help us 
in life and explain 
that these are 
real-life 
superheroes, e.g. 
nurses, doctors and 
paramedics. 

Look at words 
(Activity A).  

 

 

Remember to take pride and write beautifully. 

  Choose 5 words from the grid to describe 
their favourite superhero. Can they add -ful or 
-less to those compound words. Here is the 
start of mine. My favourite superhero is 
Batman because he is helpful. 
 

 Describe your favourite superhero (or 
invent one). Use words from the table to help 
describe them. Can they add -ful and -less to 
the compound words. Here are some examples. 
I want my character to have power. She will be 
powerful because ________________. I don’t 
want my character to show mercy. She will be 
merciless so that _________________.  
 

 Create a superhero to save the 
world from these monsters. Use the compound 
words. Add -ful and -less to describe what you 
do and don’t want the character to have. Can 
you use all these conjunctions - and, because, 
or, but. 
 



 



Thursday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning content 
 
Why? 

1) Introducing 
the lesson to 
your child  

How? 

2) Writing task (choose the appropriate 
task for your child). 

 
How? 

To be able to 
describe 
characters using 
adjectives.  

To be able to 
explore adjectives 
with –ful and –less 
suffixes.  

To be able to make 
compound words.  

Key Questions 
 
  

Choose either 
Superman or 
Superwoman. Then 
draw a small image 
of the one you 
choose in the 
middle of a page. 
Like the example 
(left). 

Create a list of 
words around the 
picture listing the 
superheroes 
qualities. This will 
become their word 
bank for their 
writing task. Try 
and encourage your 
child to explore 
adjectives with -ful 
and -less suffixes. 
Fearless, hopeful 
etc. Help them with 
this if they need it. 

 

Remember to take pride and write beautifully. 
Highlighted adjectives 
Dear Superwoman, 

We are looking for a fearless, brave hero to 
come and help rid us of two terrible baddies 
called Vacuum and Filth. They are dreadful 
creatures. We need someone who can be 
merciless and powerful and we think that 
person is you!  

From Year 1 

  Read the example letter together and 
point out the adjectives and suffixes (support 
your child). Write a letter to their chosen 
Superhero using the words from their word 
banks. Ask them for help to rid us of the terrible 
baddies Vacuum and Filth. Tell them why they will 
be so good at helping. 
 

  Read the example letter together 
and point out the adjectives and suffixes. Write 
a letter to their chosen Superhero using the 
words from their word banks. Ask them for help 
to rid us of the terrible baddies Vacuum and 
Filth. Tell them why they will be so good at 
helping. Then, write a response from your 
Superhero. 
 



Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 
 
 
 
 

Learning content 
 
Why? 

1) Introducing the 
lesson to your 
child  

How? 

2) Writing task (choose the appropriate 
task for your child). 

 
How? 

To be able to use 
question words.  

To be able to turn 
statements into 
questions.  

To be able to use 
question marks to 
write questions.  

 
Key Questions 
 
 Has your child 
used question 
marks? 
 
Can your child turn 
statements into 
questions? 

Read up to ‘”No 
you’re not,” said 
Emily.’  
Look at the 
sentences that finish 
in question marks 
(and those that have 
exclamation marks?). 
Discuss with your 
child - How do you 
know it needs a 
question mark?  

We can get rid of 
the baddies. 
Everything is good 
and nice. 
There are evil forces 
plotting to destroy 
us! 
Discuss the 
statements and ask 
your child to change 
them into questions, 
e.g. using prompts 
from the question 
starters on the next 
page.  

Remember to take pride and write beautifully. 
 

 Write 5 questions for Brad 40. 
Remember to use the question starters and 
to add a question mark.  
 

 Write 10 questions for Brad 40. 
Remember to use the question starters and 
to add a question mark. 

 Write a question to Brad 40 
using each of the question starters. 
Remember to use the question starters 
and to add a question mark. 

Next – A parent/guardian is to pretend to 
be Brad 40. The child will ask their 
questions.  

 



 
 
 

 


