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Tuesday – To understand the concept of addition and finding equivalence  

Why? 

Comparative addition and difference are the inverse of each other and 
therefore, these concepts for addition and subtraction should be taught 
alongside each other. Comparative addition involves making a comparison 
between situations where at least one of them involves an addition. For example, 
3+2 = 5 and 3+2 = 4+1 both involve the concept of comparative addition. 
Comparative difference involves making a comparison between two quantities 
and finding the value of the difference between them. It is important to 
understand that, when finding the difference between two numbers, the answer 
is the same regardless of the order of the numbers in the problem. This is not 
the same for the subtraction concepts of partitioning or reduction i.e. the 
difference between 2 and 5 is the same as the difference between 5 and 2 but 
5 take away 2 is not the same as 2 take away 5.  

Here is an example of each 



Key questions 

Can they explain what they have done? 

Have they explored the different possibilities?  

Language to be used 

Add, plus, and equal. 

Resources 

Interlocking cubes or other coloured countable objects (objects from around 
the house). Cuisenaire rods online - 
https://www.mathplayground.com/mathbars.html.  

Cuisenaire rods cut outs have been included in the resources folder.  

Cubes maths cut out resource in the resources folder. 

Begin with - How? 
 

• This concept focuses on comparing two situations where at least one 
involves addition.  

• Place Cuisenaire rods on the table. Ask pupils to select the yellow rod .  
• Ask pupils to find two rods that are equal to the rod they selected.  
• Ask pupils to talk about the rods they selected.  
• Through this discussion pupils should recognise that the two rods they 

selected are equal to the yellow rod.  
• E.g.  
• “The red rod and the light green rod are equal to the yellow rod.”  
• Highlight that they are comparing the rods to find two that are equal to 

the yellow rods.  
• Ask pupils to explore different possibilities.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Complete the task below 

Provide children with three red cubes and two yellow cubes (cut out cube 
resource).  

Ask child to place the three red cubes and two yellow cubes together to create 
a tower. Ask pupils to create a blue tower that is equal (the same as) to the red 
cubes plus the yellow cubes.  

E.g.  

“There are three red cubes and two yellow cubes. There are five cubes 
altogether.”  

 

“I have created a tower of five blue cubes. three plus two is equal to five.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

          Complete the task below 

Provide children with five blue cubes, four green cubes, three red cubes, two 
yellow cubes and one black cube.  

Ask child to explore comparative addition in different ways.  

Through this task children should explore the following:  

• Three plus two is equal to five.  

 

 

 

• Two plus three is equal to five.  

 

• Five is equal to two plus three.  

 

• Five is equal to three plus two.  

 

 

 



Three plus two is equal to four plus one. etc. With each example, ensure pupils 
are focusing on the concept. 


