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THURSDAY 
 
To use the possessive apostrophe. 
  
 
Focus: I can use an apostrophe / I can identify belongings / I can identify nouns / I 
can choose appropriate verbs  
 Why? 
Using apostrophes is another skill to improve writing accuracy and grammar techniques. 
Understanding different types of words gives the children a wider selection of vocabulary to use in 
their writing and improves its quality . 
 
How? 
Pairing up belongings: On three small individual post-its, or scraps of paper write down three nouns.  
On three (ideally different coloured) small post-its, choose three items (nouns) that could belong to 
the nouns already labelled. 
e.g.: man > sack   
bird > back  
tree > branch  
Which belongs to whom?  Now join the two together using an apostrophe,  
e.g. the man’s sack, the bird’s feather, the tree’s branch.  
Choose three verbs (action word.  Now create three sentences in the present tense to describe what 
is happening to each. 
e.g. The child is riding on the boy’s back. The man holds the tree’s branch.  
  
 
Shared writing: 
Continue to practise, using different verbs, until you are confident with adding the apostrophe to 
show who is doing the action. 
Writing task – Practise using apostrophes to make your own sentences, around the picture taken 
from the book below: 
 
 

 
 
Key Questions to Check Understanding 
Q What is an apostrophe? 
Q When and why do we use apostrophes?   
Q Can you think of another use for an apostrophe other than to indicate it belongs to something? 



Independent Task: 
Perfect using apostrophes to show possession in sentences of your own. 

 Complete the missing punctuation in these sentences (add the apostrophe): 
It was the boys stick.  
In the forest the squirrels nuts were carefully hidden. 
The animals paw prints were everywhere. 
Now change the tenses in each sentence to make it your own. Can you write another, by yourself? 
 

 Use your skills with apostrophes to write interesting sentences about the picture. 
e.g. The bird’s feathers were brightly coloured. You must write at least five and be as creative as you 
can. 
 

 Use the picture prompt to create a story scene, showing off your knowledge of 
apostrophes. Write at least five paragraphs. Vary your sentence starters. Can you use an apostrophe 
to start one of your paragraphs? E.g. Bird’s feathers………… 
 
Note to Parents: 

All children should be able to complete the  task.   

Most children should be able to complete the  task. 

Some children should be able to complete the  task. 
 
Please judge how your child is doing with each task progressively.  Support children to work through 
as far as they can while remaining successful but each task does get progressively more difficult 
 
End of lesson: 
Look again at your completed work. Is it all in the same tense? Should it be?  
Remember using a mixture of past, present and future tenses can make your writing more exciting 
to read and entertain your reader too. Give yourself a mark out of 10 for today’s work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


