
All About Putney 
Week 4 

Activity 1 

This week we’re going to continue looking at the River Thames after all the work you did about the boat 

race. 

The River is filled with lots of interesting wildlife, both under the surface and on top! 

From tiny snails and other minibeasts to the occasional visit of dolphins and even 

a whale!  Bats and birds fly around the Thames all year around, feeding on the fish 

and insects the river attracts. 

This week we would like you to do 

some research about the animals that 

live in the river and, if you live close and can do it safely, take 

your walk near the river and see some of the animals that live 

above it. 

When you’ve finished, create a poster or information sheet 

all about the animals in the Thames.  Include some pictures 

or photographs, lots of words, a bit of history or anything you think would be interesting around the river.   

 

Remember, if you have a brother or sister at the school (of even if they’re not), you could work on it 

together to make one combined poster! 



All About Putney 
Week 4 
Activity 2 

This week we have slightly different activities depending on year groups. 

Reception and Year 1 

Floating and Sinking 

Around your house are lots are objects.  Some of them will float and some of them will sink. 

I would like you to use some water and investigate items that float and sink?  Can you find materials that 

float and materials that sink? 

Take some photos and maybe make a table of things that floated and things that sink. 

Year 2 and Year 3 

Making a Boat 

When you make a boat there are really tricky forces in action.  

The “upthrust” of the water  must be more than the weight 

of the boat.  That means that really heavy things like ships 

can float.  The biggest ship in the world weighs the same as 

50,000 London buses!!! 

 

 

 

Can you use household materials to make a boat.  What is the most 

you can make it hold and still float?  What materials would be best for 

designing your boat?  When you have finished, take some photos and 

write all about how you made your boat, where you floated it, what 

worked and what didn’t! 


