
 Comprehension Challenge 
(to support MONDAY 010620 teacher-led powerpoint for the ‘Weasel’ poem) 

 

 

Answer these comprehension questions about the ’Weasel’ poem you’ve studied, below. 

Now challenge your friends to answer questions about this great poem. 

Learn and perform it to someone you love. 

After that, if you have an appetite for more, write your own super Weasel-inspired poetry. 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. ‘Weasel whirls’ is what type of language? Think of some examples of your own. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ‘Weasel whirls through the air like wildfire’ is the first line of the poem. When you see the 
word like in this context what type of grammar is that Think up your own example of this 
type of language. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

  
3. Look at the second line: ‘Embers spin, smoke curls, for weasel.’ Why do you think the 

author uses commas? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

    
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Thinking about that second line of the poem again, what movement does that sort of 
language make you think of? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read the fourth line again:                                                                                                                           
‘Scorches grass, turns fields to pyre, sand to glass, tree to cinder’. What does this mean? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Line six reads: ‘Eats air, burns shadow’. Weasels can’t do either of those things! What do 
you think the poet meant this time?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Line 7 and 8 reads:  
Lights the sky, hot-wires the sun with  
Its speed, its dances, its gyres. 
What is lighting up the sky? Why do you think that?  

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Find out what ‘hot-wire’ means and what the term is usually used for. What does that mean 
about the weasel’s character?  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Use a dictionary to find out the meaning of ‘gyre’. What does this tell you about the weasel? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. Would you recommend this poem to a friend? Write down the reasons for your preference. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANSWERS (to support parents/carers) 

 

1. Alliteration e.g. wild, weird weasel 
2.   It’s called a simile – e.g. My Grandma smiles like a Cheshire cat)..  
3.  Commas are used to make you read slowly and carefully. It gives a rhythm (pace) to the poem.         
4. The movement you think of is that the weasel is quick/fast/moves like the wind etc. 
5.’Scorches grass…’ - The poet wants us to imagine the weasel moving so rapidly through the 
landscape that it sets things on fire and changes their form! 
6.  ‘Eats air…’ - This type of language is called a metaphor. It implies a meaning but it is not real. The 
poet is trying to make us visualise speedy movements again and the shadow reference refers to the 
weasel being agile and sneaky.      
7. ‘Lights up the sky…’ – It’s the weasel – personal answers for why). 
8. ‘hot wire’ means (to start an engine, without using a key. Usually criminal activity. It implies the 
weasel is not of good character! 
9. ‘gyre’ refers to the way weasels move . It is to circle or spiral.  
10. Own answer.  

 
 


