
 Comprehension Challenge 
(to support THURSDAY 040620 teacher-led powerpoint for the ‘Bluebell’ poem) 

 

 

Answer these comprehension questions about the ‘Bluebell’ poem you’ve studied, 

above. Once completed, can you think of any more you could add?                                                                   

Also note there are lots of examples of alliteration in the Heron poem. Write your own poem, using 

this great grammar technique. 

QUESTIONS 

1. Look at the first line of ‘Bluebell’. What do you think the blue hour is?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ‘‘Late-day light’ starts line two. What familiar word is hidden there and what time of day 
does it refer to?   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What hides ‘Under branch, below leaf’ in line three?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Line 5 says ‘Each step is taken in an ocean’. Explain what the poet means. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Find all the words relating to water in the poem then look at this clip of bluebells on youtube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQxhvER6Wuk .  Talk about the comparison between 
bluebells and water? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What does the word undertow mean? Think of an experience where you have to be careful 
of the undertow. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Now find out what the word hue means.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. This poem is about a delicate flower yet it ends rather sadly. Describe how the last line 
makes you feel. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. Now you know the poem better does it make you want to go and visit a bluebell wood or 
look more closely for signs of bluebells?  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

10. Finally be a poetry critic. What could the poet have done to improve this poem?  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQxhvER6Wuk
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ANSWERS (to support parents/carers) 

 

1.The blue hour is probably the best time to enjoy the flowers in the wood, twilight.                                                                                                
2.   ‘Late-day light’ refers to the word daylight, which in turn refers to when it is light/waking hours).  
3.  ‘Under branch, below leaf’ in line three live bluebells -they grow well under trees. 
4. ‘Each step is taken into an ocean’ refers to there being lots of bluebells/ a child’s eye view and 
the depth/movement of the bluebells in the breeze. 
 5.’ Water words include sea-deep/ocean etc. Comparsion between bluebells and water            
means children will talk about the colour and movements etc.  
6.  ‘undertow’ refers to the draw of the ocean that pulls you away from the beach/swimming. 
7. ‘hue’ refers to the shade or tone of colour of the bluebells. 
8. How does the last line makes you feel? (answers will vary and are all correct).  
9. Visits to a bluebell wood? (various answers – no right or wrong answers.) 
10. Ways to improve this poem? Answers vary according to children.  

 
 


