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FRIDAY 
 
To identify verbs and choose precise verbs 
 
Focus 1: I can choose more effective verbs/I can retell the main parts of a story. 
 
Why? 
Understanding that verbs (action words) can be used in different parts of sentences helps again to 
improve the  depth and variety of the work children produce. Retelling stories in their own words 
helps improve children’s memories and develop their imagination. 
 
How? 
Reread the story, up to page 12.Pick out the verbs used to describe the movement of the boy and 
the smoke. Point out which verbs are used as adjectives e.g. galloping, panting, pounding. Explain 
these could be used as verbs in other writing (this will be a hard concept to grasp and teach). Using 
the picture, below, write verbs to describe what is happening: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now play ‘find and replace’ with an adult. 
Write a sentence, including an action from your picture. Pass it to your partner/grown up and ask 
them to improve it by changing as much as they can, but especially the verbs. 
e.g. The boy walked away from the smoke  
change to The boy skipped away from the billowing smoke. 
 
 
Writing task – 
Using the sentences you have shared and improved, rewrite the story, with exciting verbs. 
 
Key Questions to Check Understanding 
Q Can verbs do more than one job in a sentence? If so what are the jobs? 
Q Look at the sentences you have spoken and written. Are they your best? How could you make them 
better?   
Q Decide if you can use adverbs in your writing today. Remind yourself what they are and how they 
will enhance your work. 
Q Remind your adult why suffixes are so important in writing. 
 
Independent Task: 
Retell the story, up to p12 in an unusual way. Make sure you have included fabulous verbs/adverbs. 



 

Make a comic strip of the action in the story so far. Add captions (shirt phrases) to explain the 
action in each picture. 
 

 Retell our story, using illustrations you have drawn yourself. Be careful to use extended 
sentences and exciting verbs. Ask a grown up to check your verbs are not dull! 
 
 

 Decide on an original way to present the retell of our story so far. This should be over a 
page long and include verbs, adverbs, conjunctions, paragraphs and joined handwriting. Use amazing 
sentence starters and suffixes to extend dull words. 
 
Note to Parents: 

All children should be able to complete the  task.   

Most children should be able to complete the  task. 

Some children should be able to complete the  task. 
 
Please judge how your child is doing with each task progressively.  Support children to work through 
as far as they can while remaining successful but each task does get progressively more difficult 
 
End of lesson: 
Using the words brave and bravely make sentences that start with these verbs, have these verbs in 
the middle or end with these verbs. Rate how hard this task was, from 1 easy peasy to 10 rock hard! 


