
Year 2 Maths Home learning 

Dear parents, 

We have created this document for you to use as additional support alongside the 
mathematics mastery planning you have previously received. 

For each focus activity (days learning) we have explained:

WHY? and HOW?

We have explained why this maths is important for your child to learn and we have 
explained how you could teach it, using a step-by-step guide.

A star rating has been used to explain the different levels your child could be working at.

If you have any questions, please email us using our class email address.

Best wishes,

Miss Pickering and Mrs Horne

All children should be able to complete the  task.

Most children should be able to complete the  task.

Some children should be able to complete the  task.



Year 2 Weeks 3-5: Addition and subtraction
 

Comparative addition and subtraction 
Focus 1 (Monday): To understand the concept of addition and finding equivalence.

WHY?
Comparative addition involves making a comparison between situations where at least one of them involves 
an addition. For example, 3+2 = 5 and 3+2 = 4+1 both involve the concept of comparative addition. 

HOW?  
1. Find 3 similar objects (e.g. 3 red grape, 3 toy cars) and find 2 similar objects (e.g. 2 pens).
2. Place the objects in a line and explain what you can see. ‘There are 3 toy cars and 2 pens. There are 5 
items altogether.’
3. Record the addition number sentence.
4. Can you think of another calculation that is equal to 5? 3 + 2 = __ + __ (E.g. four plus one, five plus zero.)
5. Repeat task with a different number.

Complete steps 1-5.

Find different ways to partition a two digit number using part whole models. 
                          Remember to highlight the comparison e.g. 70 + 5 = 60 + 15.

 

etc…

Complete the missing in the following problems.
 

75
70

5
75

60

15
75

50

25





Year 2 Weeks 3-5: Addition and subtraction
 

Comparative addition and subtraction 
Focus 2 (Tuesday): To understand the concept of subtraction as finding the difference.

WHY?
Comparative difference involves making a comparison between two quantities and finding the value of the 
difference between them. It is important to understand that, when finding the difference between two 
numbers, the answer is the same regardless of the order of the numbers in the problem. This is not the same 
for the subtraction concepts of partitioning or reduction i.e. the difference between 2 and 5 is the same as the 
difference between 5 and 2 but 5 take away 2 is not the same as 2 take away 5. 

HOW?
1. Find 5 similar objects (e.g. 5 pieces of pasta or 5 paper clips) and place them in a line.
2. Find 3 similar objects and place them in a line underneath.
3. Explore finding the difference (by counting the extra objects). E.g. The difference between 5 and 3 is 2.
4. Record as a subtraction number sentence 5 - 3 = 2.
5. Repeat task with different numbers. 

Complete steps 1-5.

 



	



Year 2 Weeks 3-5: Addition and subtraction
 

Comparative addition and subtraction 
Focus 3 (Wednesday): To explore the inverse relationship between comparative addition and 
difference.

WHY?
Comparative addition and difference are the inverse of each other and therefore, these concepts for addition 
and subtraction should be taught alongside each other. 

HOW?  
1. Discuss the example above (3 + 2 = 5 and 5 - 3 = 2). 
2. Remind your child of the part whole model and discuss how it helps us to understand the inverse 
relationship between addition and subtraction.

 
3 + 2 = 5 ‘Three plus two is equal to five.’  
2 + 3 = 5 ‘Two plus three is equal to five.’  

 
5 - 3 = 2 ‘The difference between five and three is two.’  
5 - 2 = 3 ‘The difference between five and two is three.’

3. Now start with the number 27. Think of two numbers that can be added to make 27. E.g. ‘Twelve plus 
fifteen is equal to twenty seven.’  
4. What would the difference be between 27 and 12 or between 27 and 15? A part whole model can help. 

5
3

2



5. Draw the part whole model and write the corresponding number sentences. 

E.g.

12 + 15 = 27 ‘Twelve plus fifteen is equal to twenty seven.’  
15 + 12 = 27 ‘Fifteen plus twelve is equal to twenty seven.’

27 - 15 = 12 ‘The difference between 27 and 15 is 12.’  
27 - 12 = 15 ‘The difference between 27 and 12 is 15.’

6. Repeat the task using the following starting numbers: 12, 36 and 27.

27
12

15

Complete steps 1-6.

Solve the reasoning task.

 



Use the inverse operation to solve the missing number calculations.  
The first one has been done for you.

35 - 20 + __ = 22

First calculate 35 - 20 =, the answer is 15.
So 15 + __ = 22

We can use the inverse to find the missing number. 22 - 15 = 7

35 - 20 + 7 = 22

Can you find the missing number using the inverse?

42 - 30 + __ = 15



Year 2 Weeks 3-5: Addition and subtraction  
 
Focus 4 (Thursday): Make 100

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* If you do not have nay dice at home you can use the website below to generate numbers.
https://www.random.org/dice/ 

https://www.random.org/dice/


Year 2 Weeks 3-5: Addition and subtraction  
 
Focus 5 (Friday): Zero the hero 

* If you do not have cubes or counters you could simply take it in turns to choose two numbers to add 
together and then subtract from 50.


