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Lesson seven: 

 

 

Learning objectives for this lesson: 

To create dialogue that describes action. 

To use the rules for direct speech to write up dialogue. 

 

Success criteria: 

I can use speech marks 

 

How? 

 

- Begin by reading on from ‘Then something happened…’ to ‘soon fell asleep’. Role – 

play the conversation Livia and Tranio had when they woke up.  

- Use the illustration below – without the text as a prompt to guess what they would 

say. 

- Then, put it into speech bubbles what they actually said by reading on to end of the 

page (read to… some falling, grumbling, trembling ground). Compare with what you 

thought they might say (post it notes can work well here).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Next, begin to introduce the rules surrounding speech (they will be familiar these).  

- Show your child this poster below – begin to work through each rule (if you require 

further support on the rules – there is an explanation for you to read through after the 

poster which provides further detail and examples).  

 

The basic rules: 

• Direct speech should be placed within inverted commas (either single ‘’ or double “”)  

• There should be either a comma, full stop, question mark or exclamation mark before 

the closing inverted comma.  

• If the speech comes after the reported clause, a comma should be used to separate it: 

Charlie cried, “Watch out!”  

I can’t believe 

it – the sky is 

black! 



• Capital letters should be used for proper nouns and at the start of new sentences.  

• A new speaker should always start on a new line. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Further guidance on rules surrounding speech:  

 



These are the 6 rules (these are detailed in order to give overview – these are notes to 

read before explaining – the poster to show to your child comes after this ):  

When a text uses direct speech, some specific punctuation conventions are required to 

separate what is said from the rest of the text; this enables the reader to follow what is 

going on. 

1. Inverted commas - the most important rule in punctuating direct speech is that all 

words spoken must be enclosed by inverted commas: 

Examples: 

In British English, a single inverted comma may be used: 

‘Get off my bridge.’ 

 However a double inverted comma may also be used: 

“Get off my bridge.” 

Whichever style you choose, use it consistently across a text. 

 

2. Punctuation inside inverted commas - all commas, full stops, question marks and 

exclamation marks must also be enclosed by inverted commas. 

Examples: 

‘That grass looks delicious,’ said the smallest Billy Goat Gruff. 

‘Hey, goat!’ shouted the troll. ‘You are not allowed to cross my bridge.’ 

‘How can we get to the other side?’ asked the Biggest Goat Gruff. 

IT IS NOT: ‘Get off my bridge ’  !   shouted the troll. 

 

 

3. Commas - commas are another important tool to help the reader separate direct 

speech from the rest of the text.  

 

Where direct speech precedes a verb, and does not end in a question mark or exclamation 

mark, a comma must be used. 

Examples: 

We need to get to the other side,’  moaned the goats. 

Those goats are always disturbing my sleep,’ muttered the troll. 

 

 

Where the direct speech before a verb ends in a question mark or exclamation mark                      

however, this punctuation replaces the comma.  

           Examples: 

           Who goes there ?’ shouted the troll.  

            NOT:  

           ‘Who goes there ?,’ shouted the troll. 

 

 

Where the direct speech follows a verb, a comma must be used after the verb to indicate that 

direct speech is about to begin.  

        Examples: 

        The smallest Billy Goat Gruff said, ‘I’ll go first.’ 

        The Troll shouted, ‘Who goes there?’ 

        The biggest Billy Goat Gruff shouted, ‘Oh no you won’t!’ 

Note: in this context, the direct speech must always begin with a capital letter. 

 

 



4. Punctuation inside inverted commas - where the direct speech follows the verb, a 

full stop, exclamation mark or question mark must be used inside the inverted 

commas to signal the end of the speech. 

Examples: 

The smallest Billy Goat Gruff said, ‘I’ll go first.’ 

The Troll shouted,  ‘Who goes there?’ 

The biggest goat shouted, ‘Oh no you won’t!’  

 

 

5. Punctuating ‘split’ direct Speech - if the direct speech is one sentence broken up by 

information about who is speaking, you need a comma (or a question mark or 

exclamation mark) to end the first piece of speech and another comma before the 

concluding part of the sentence (before the inverted comma or commas). 

Examples: 

‘I’m light and quiet,’ said the smallest Billy Goat Gruff, ‘so I’ll go first.’ 

In this context, use a lower case letter to start the second part of the direct speech. 

 

If the direct speech is two discrete sentences separated by information about who is speaking, 

you need a comma (or a question mark or exclamation mark) to end the first piece of speech 

and full stop after the information about the speaker. The second sentence then begins 

with a capital letter. 

             Examples:  

             ‘You’re right,’ agreed the Biggest Billy Goat Gruff. ‘We can’t let the Troll beat us.’ 

 

6. New Speaker, New Line - if the direct speech in a text involves more than one 

speaker, a new line must be used for each new speaker. This helps the reader to 

follow what is being said. 

Examples:  

‘We can’t let him win! He’s just a grumpy troll!’ said the smallest Billy Goat Gruff. 

‘You’re right,’ agreed the biggest Billy Goat Gruff.  

The medium-sized Billy Goat Gruff said, ‘So what shall we do?’  

 

 

 

 

Independent work:  

 

 Complete the task below.  

 

- Ask them to think of any other Roman names they might know (I have included a list 

below if needed).  

 

 

 

- Ask your child to take on two roman names and role-play own conversation if you 

saw a volcano erupting from afar.  

Question to ask before independent writing:  

1. How would you be saying this?  

2. Consider how would your feelings of anxiety would dictate how you would talk? 

(this will help with adverbs later on). 

Atticus, Augustus, Cassius, Cato, Cyprian, Felix, Julius, Antonia, Augusta, 

Aurelia, Camilla, Cassia.  



- Then, ask your child to write up the conversation for two children who escaped 

Herculaneum, as this also happened to this town.  

- Children to write up the conversation using the roman names they have adopted 

during role-play.  

 

 

 

 Complete the above task and the one below. 

Be the teacher:  

Miss. Kohler is marking some work. They have been writing using direct speech. Help me by 

circling the mistake(s) in each example below and then write it out correctly.   

 
 

 

 

Answers: 

 



 
 

 

 Complete the above tasks and the following questions. 

 

Explain the key rules of punctuating speech in a way in which you’d find most helpful 

(perhaps create a poster). Make sure you use examples and deliberate mistakes to 

demonstrate your explanation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


