Oasis Academy Putney
Newsletter
Friday 12th November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
You may have had your child mentioning some new names in school – we haven’t suddenly taken on more
staff! We are working with local universities to provide placements for their student teachers. They will join us
for single days, as well as longer blocks of time. Many of these students are just starting their training and are
looking to gain experience of being in school and getting involved with our children. We know from experience
that this can have a positive impact on the children as the students get involved with supporting the existing
staff and the teaching and learning that is happening.
None of us know what the future holds. We have achieved so much together over the past two years. There
will be more challenges ahead, but I know that if we continue working together and supporting each other we
will continue to ensure the best possible start in life for your children. As always, we are here to help in any
way we can.
Have a lovely weekend
Glenn and the Putney Team
Water Bottles
We encourage all children to bring a water bottle to school – it is important that children stay hydrated during
the day in order to maximise their ability to learn. Water bottles should contain only water – no juice, squash or
flavoured water. The content of these liquids can actually reduce hydration. Please make sure your child only has
water in their water bottle.

Wellbeing tip
Social psychologist, Amy Cuddy, suggests that we can use power poses to help us develop self-confidence when
we feel nervous or fearful before an event. Her research found that spending just 2 minutes power posing can
help us feel more confident and self-assured. Power posing involves adopting stances associated with power and
achievement, such as:
• Lifted chest
• Holding your head high
• Raising your arms above your head
Have a go this week at trying out some of these poses for a few minutes before an event that you might feel
nervous for and see if it helps you feel more confident. Here is the link to watch Amy Cuddy’s full Ted Talk:
https://www.ted.com/talks/amy_cuddy_your_body_language_may_shape_who_you_are?language=en

Attendance
Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions with registration in the
morning at 09:00 and after lunch in the afternoon. Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for
any whole session including registration. Please see below the attendance percentages for last week.
Birch (1)

99%

Cherry (1)

97%

Conker (R)

97%

Elm (5)

100%

Holly (4)

94%

Maple (2)

99%

Pine (4)

97%

Rowan (2)

98%

Sycamore (3)

98%

Willow (3)

97%

Our attendance target is 98%
Our attendance last week was %
Our attendance so far this year is %
Last week there were late arrivals recorded. This meant that hours and minutes of education were missed!

Remembrance
On Thursday 11th November, we held a two-minute silence at 11am for all pupils to remember those
that have fought to protect us and those that continue to protect us. Many classes had discussion
around this topic.

Temporary Office Manager
Please can I introduce you all to Sian Kidger. I am sure that you will offer her a very warm welcome to Putney.
She will be working in the school office on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Please be aware that she is
learning all the new systems that we have in Oasis and at Oasis Academy Putney. If she doesn’t know an answer
to your questions she will need to ask and get back to you. Thank you in advance for your patience.

Importance of reading and talk at home
Becoming a fluent, skilled and attentive reader starts at the earliest stages, before children encounter a book
for the first time, partly driven by the quality of their parents’ talk with them that expands their vocabulary. All
talk is useful, especially when directed to your child specifically. Talking about books, however, brings
particular advantages. Researchers looked at the impact of parents reading with their children quoted the
following figures about their findings: Here is how many words children would have heard by the time they
were 5 years old:
Never read to 4,662 words
Read to 1-2 times a week: 63,570 words
Read to 3-5 times a week: 169,520 words
Read to daily: 296,660 words
Read to 5 books a day: 1,483,300 words
Help to make your child a word millionaire, enjoy sharing books with them and talking about books.

Thank you, Sasha!

Flying Post - Royal Pigeon Racing Association (RPRA)

Earlier this year, Oasis Academy Putney teamed up with the Royal Pigeon Racing Association (RPRA) as part of
their schools outreach programme.
The link was made when one of our pupils, Alexandra Sinclair, chose to focus on the role pigeons have historically
played in communications, such as relaying messages during WW1. It was also a popular method of
communication in ancient Egypt. This culminated in Alexandra becoming a member of the Young Flyers.
Booth & Roper, a pigeon breeder, donated a pigeon to go into the ‘One Loft’ - a pigeon race training camp in
Tewkesbury. Lodgings were paid for by the RPRA.
The pigeon named ‘Velvetier’ by Alexandra, has won 2 races for Oasis Academy Putney, resulting in a very
welcome cheque for £350. The first from Worksop back home to Tewkesbury (103 miles) with Velvetier coming
60th out of 805 birds and taking first prize against other schools (£100). Velvetier also came 4th against other
schools in a longer race (235 miles) in a total field of 525 pigeons (£250).
Fun facts: pigeons use their unique abilities to navigate such as smell and electromagnetism (the Earth’s
magnetic field). They have magnetite (iron) in their beaks and special cells in their eyes that can potentially see
magnetic fields. They also use visual cues; including the position of the sun.

An Entry from Miss Hughes…
Children in Need
‘Get your strictly on!’

king for filler?

This year, Children in Need have partnered with BBC One’s Strictly
Come Dancing to bring some glitz and glamour to this year’s
Appeal and this year, the theme is, ‘Get Your Strictly On’.

Looking for a stocking filler?
We want to see pupils, parents and staff in their Strictly best and
During lockdown, some of you may be
aware, I started to write a series of
children’s books. The first book, ‘A Very
Important List’ is available to purchase
on Amazon. The story follows a teacher,
named Mr. Jarvis, who aims to teach his
students really valuable skills to support
their emotional well-being. The link is
just here:

feel fab-u-lous this Friday 19th November. After 18 months
of pjs and joggers, we’re all ready for a bit of glam, right?!
So take out your samba-worthy sequins, ballroom bow ties and
cha-cha sliders to join us, and the rest of the nation, to raise some
much-needed funds for children around the world.
Any donations on the day will be greatly appreciated.

A Very Important List

Cool Cubers!
During assembly on Monday, Javier and Levi blew us away with
their cubing skills! They could tell us all about the algorithms they
used to solve them, which they did in around 50 seconds! Very,
very impressive. We have heard that Rubik’s cubes are making a
bit of a comeback at Oasis Academy Putney and being added to
Christmas lists because of these two cool dudes!

ParentMail / MCAS
Please note that from the end of November Parent Mail will cease and will be taken over by My Child At
School (MCAS). If you have not gained access to MCAS please contact the office so that they may
support you.

Sodexo Kitchen – School Meal

Pick a Prize Plate Today!!
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Wa rayon ets
pc olouring et
onic Ampli er
hone
tand
uee y Water o le
idget en Red
ootball licker en
encil ase et
Earbud et
G
!!

Reception Class
The Reception children have already got so big since the beginning of the year! They are all now very familiar
with the daily routines and are constantly reminding me to update the timetable for the day! We went to our
first Celebration Assembly on Monday and sat very quietly with the rest of the school. Mr Lillo was very
impressed. We also listened to our friends talk about the half term projects they had made. We loved hearing
all about the special country they chose. The children spoke with confidence, clarity and really enjoyed
standing up in front of their peers. We have been learning all about Diwali this week. We made beautiful
Diwali lamps and made our very own invitations for our Diwali party. It is important that we know about other
cultures and celebrations. What a wonderful world we live in!

Year 1

There has been lots of talk about the environment this week and here in Year One, it’s no different! As part of
school’s Climate Change Day, we explored lots of art inspired for a love of nature and our Mother Earth. We
discussed what we liked, disliked, and what message we thought each artist was trying to say with each piece. After
that, we let our creative juices flow and we had a go ourselves and I think it’s safe to say, we all created something
very special! In maths, we have been exploring addition and subtraction with numbers up to 10, including practicing
our number bonds. In English we have been reading the story ‘The way back home’ by Oliver Jeffers and this week,
we have focused on describing what we’ve read with amazing adjectives!

Year 1 had a wonderful time at All Saints Church on Wednesday with Jane and Daniel. The children had written
questions in the RE lesson before we went and asked them clearly and confidently. We learned more about Jesus,
his life and what Christian’s believe. We had time to explore the church and even had a go playing the church organ.
This was the first trip that this cohort has ever been on and we were so proud of the way they conducted
themselves and their behaviour. Well done Year 1.

Year 2
This week in Year 2 we have been looking at famous landmarks and learning facts about them. We enjoyed
learning about Loch Ness and how big the lake is!
In maths, we have been learning about column subtraction and putting our knowledge into practice in word
problems.
In English, we have been enjoying our new book, ‘The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch’ and have been looking at
the features of a letter. We have then created our own letter pretending to be a nosy neighbour explaining to
everybody who stole Mr Grinlings lunch.
We enjoyed creating a piece of artwork for Climate Change Day and even collected our own leaves and did
some printing to add interest to our artwork.
In history, we enjoyed asking questions about Queen Victoria.
We have had another great week in Year 2!

Year 3
Another fun and exciting week has taken place in year 3.
We have begun our class work on Roald Dahl’s - George’s Marvellous Medicine and the children have looked at the
rather grumpy and grouchy character of Grandma.
We have also begun our topic work on Rocks and Soils and the children learnt all about igneous rock. We carried out
a fun experiment, which showed how extrusive igneous rock is formed. We used melted chocolate and ice to
demostrate this and the experiment was throughly enjoyed by everyone. We hope the children can tell you all about
the differences between the rocks and how they have been made by magma being forced up through the crack in
the Earth’s crust.

We are also continung our work on addition and subtraction and the children are becoming experts at exchanging.
In history this week, we learnt about differtent ancient civilisations and what they had in common. We learnt that
most of them were situated on rivers, and that this would provide them with a great deal of resources to allow the
civilistaion to flourish and develop. We learnt about the importance of the river Nile and how it provided the people
with fertile soil to be able to grow their crops in.
We are very much looking forward to learning more about ancient Egypt next week.
The children are continuing with their swimming every Friday, so please ensure that they all have their kit with them.
Have a lovely weekend!
The Year 3 Team

Year 4

This week in Year 4, we have been continuing with our work on writing non-fiction brochures
promoting attractions in Paris. The children have been using rhetorical questions and creating
imagery to persuade their readers.
Tuesday was Schools Climate Action Day, so we spent some time as a class learning about the causes
of the climate crisis and what changes we can make to our own lives to help reduce our impact. The
children were very thoughtful, with one suggesting that car companies need to reduce the price of
electric cars!
The children began practicing a routine in drama which they hope to perfect by Christmas (picture
attached).
Annie took the class onto the common to find some inspiration for their creative writing. The children
were focused on the different sounds and sights, comparing the openness of the common to the
feeling of being in the enclosed woods (see attached for pictures).
Thanks,
Mr Sloan and Miss Pickering

Year 5

This week, Year 5 have continued statistics in maths and have been interpreting data from a variety of
data. They have even drawn their own line graphs based on word problems. In English, the children have
been exploring the characters in our new story, ‘The Lost Happy Endings’. The children have been writing
some wonderful descriptive paragraphs to describe the spooky forest and evil witch using a range of skills
(including onomatopoeia and metaphors). In reading comprehension sessions this week, the children have
been detectives and have inferred information from a piece of text based on World War 2. Finally, as it was
National Climate Change Day on Tuesday, we had a class discussion based on the issues of climate change.
We explored different ways how climate change is caused, how to help stop climate change, and the
children admired some wonderful, emotive artwork based on global warming.

Key dates

Friday 26th November

Flu Immunizations
Open Day 9:30-10:30

PTFA Key Dates

5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
November,
3rd, 10th December
12th November
15th November

26th November
4th December, 1-4pm
4th - 12th December
10th December
10th January
7th February
10th February
11th February
25th February
14th March
14th March
18th March
31st March
22nd April
6th May
9th May
16th May
21st May
18th June
1st July
11th July
18th July

Parent yoga with Fi
Non-uniform day in exchange for a toy
donation for the kids tombola
Cake and Uniform sale (Pine class)
Non-uniform day in exchange for Christmas
Fair donation - either bottle or Christmas
jumper
Christmas fair (Holly class to provide baked
goods)
Christmas online auction
Christmas jumper day
Cake and Uniform sale (Willow class)
Cake and Uniform sale (Sycamore class)
Movie night
Valentine's cards / biscuits from parents
Spring clean pre-loved items sale
Cake and Uniform sale (Rowan class)
Recipe book collation
Holi fest
Mad Hatters Tea Party
Cake and Uniform sale (Maple class)
Teacher hair dye challenge
TBC: Readathon week
Cake and Uniform sale (Birch class)
Sponsored walk
Summer fair (Cherry class to provide baked
goods)
Sports match - parents vs. teachers
Handprints on roof wall
Cake and Uniform sale (Conker class)

Term Dates 2021 – 20

Open Mornings / Afternoons

Friday, 26 November, 9:30 - 10:30
Please come along to find out about the excellent teaching we provide, the support we offer and have a look at our
wonderful facilities. Please contact the school office on 0207 884 6000 to book a place. Thank you.

PARTIES, TREATS, FUN AND ACTIVITIES
NEWS AND EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS
15th November

cake & uniform sale

Wonderful Oasis parents, carers, grandparents, aunties, uncles
and Friends!
Christmas is coming ….

19th November

PARENT YOGA
every friday 2-3 pm

26th November
non-uniform day

4th December
christmas fair
1-4pm
RAISED SO FAR
Goal: £10,000

And we are busy planning the extravaganza that is the Christmas
fair. So that we can make sure as much money we raise as
possible can go straight to the kids, we wondered if anyone has
any of these that we can borrow rather than us having to pay to
buy them.
PTFA CHRISTMAS FAIR WISH LIST:
A Santa suit
An adult elf costume
A large coffee maker
Small paddling pool
Someone who is semi decent at face painting and willing to do
it on the 4th December!
➢ Lots of lovely volunteers!

And a piano!
And a cello!!
And a guitar!!!
SUPPORT your PTFA
Bank account:
Oasis Academy Putney
A/C: 23869571
Sort: 20-45-45
@OasisPutneyPtfa | ptfa@oasisputney.org
Download the “easyfundraising” app and add our School.
We can raise money for the school on our everyday purchases, and it is totally free!

Saplings

Hello to you all,
It's lovely to see how children have settled back in the hub after the first half-term.
This week we welcomed another child in Saplings, it feels great that the hub is growing in numbers, and the staff
within the hub will remain committed in delivering high-quality provision to our saplings.
Mrs Goh started working in Saplings this half term and has shared some of her observations from the last two weeks.
“Coming to the end of my first two weeks in Saplings, I have been impressed by each of the children’s positive
attitude to their learning and the calm, structured environment that has been created in Saplings. It has been a
delight to watch the children enthusiastically talk about their “show and tell”, with particular mention to Ziggy, who
spoke with maturity and held the other children’s attention throughout. I look forward to helping the children
progress further and all the challenges as well as achievements that lie ahead.”
Miss Holden joined the hub on Friday and was impressed with Mrs Castle’s bucket session, children were attentive
and made some valuable contributions throughout the session. In Saplings we don’t miss out any opportunity to
showcase what these children are capable of! I am sure you will be as proud of these children as we are, after seeing
a glimpse of our sessions through this week’s newsletter.
We wish you all a lovely weekend and remember what Henry Van Dyke said, “Use what talent you possess: the
woods would be very silent if no birds sang except those that sang the best.”
God bless you all.
The Saplings team

Schools Climate Change Day

This week the whole school were proud to join in with Schools Climate Change Day as pupils joined a worldwide
campaign to create a piece of artwork or message to show their love for the earth. ( #OurOtherMother to learn
more). It was wonderful to hear how well informed so many of the children were about COP26 and how
passionately they feel about issues surrounding climate change.

OASIS ACADEMY GREEN TEAM 2021-2022
To further celebrate our school efforts to tackle climate change we are pleased to announce the launch of our new
school Green Team. We will continue working to keep our Eco-School status and had a great time meeting this week
as we got straight to work by carrying out our school Environmental Review. Although we scored pretty highly on
some areas, we also have much room for improvement and look forward to sharing our aims and ideas over the next
year.
Green Team Members:
Reception: Max
Year 1: Eloise and Luca
Year 2: Eliza and Rosie
Year 3: Caleb and Lucas
Year 4: Georgia and Noah
Year 5: Harley

Pine & Needles – Christmas Trees

Oasis Academy Putney Primary School has kindly been donated x 2 Christmas trees by Pines and Needles and they
would love to offer parents a discount on Christmas trees in their pop up stores! Our local pop up stores are located
in Barnes and Putney at:

Barn Elms playing fields, Rocks Lane, Barnes, SW13 0BY
&
Putney Leisure Centre, Upper Richmond Road, Putney, SW15 6JA

DISCOUNT CODE: OASIS10

Keep an eye out on Pines and Needles social channels @pinesandneedles for kids treetorials and wreath making
workshops
Please visit www.pinesandneedles.com for more details and other locations as they are all around London!
“

