Newsletter
21st October 2021
Key Dates
Friday the 22nd of October
Monday the 25th of October to Friday the 29th of October
Monday the 1st of November
Friday the 5th of November
Thursday the 11th of November
Friday the 12th of November
Monday the 15th of November
Friday the 26th of November

Saturday the 4th of December
Wednesday the 8th of December
Friday the 10th of December
Friday the 17th of December
Monday the 20th of December to Monday the 3rd of January 2022
Tuesday the 4th of January 2022

Staff Inset Day
Half Term Holidays
Children Return to School
Parent Yoga 2:00 – 3:00
Remembrance Day
Open Day 1:30 – 2:30
Non uniform Day, please donate a toy or a
bottle.
Cake and Uniform Sale
Flu Immunizations
Open Day 9:30 – 10:30
Non uniform Day, Bring a pound.
Christmas Fair
Open Day 1:30 – 2:30
Christmas Jumper Day
Last day of Term
Christmas Holidays
Children Return to School

Christmas arrangements – Dates to be confirmed.

Dear Parents & Carers,
Thank you everyone for all your hard work and support this half term. It has been a very busy half term and it has
been wonderful to see how well the children have been learning. Everyone has worked incredibly hard and I am
so proud of all we have achieved as a team.
As the weather is now very unpredictable please can I remind you that your children should have a waterproof
coat in school every day.
As we approach the end of the first half term of the school year, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you
all a fabulous half term break and I look forward to seeing the children return on 1st November, rested and ready
for the second half of the Autumn term.
Have a good week.
Glenn and the Putney Team

Covid19
We would ask that if your child shows any Covid-19 symptoms, you take them for a PCR test and inform school of
the result. It is no longer necessary for close contacts of positive cases to self-isolate. If there were a number of
cases in school, then we would seek advice from the local authority and public health and some safety measures
could be reinstated. If you have any queries or concerns about this or anything else, please do not hesitate to
contact the school office.

Wellbeing tip of the week
Have you ever noticed how you breathe when you feel relaxed? The next time you first wake up in the morning
or just before you fall asleep, try and notice your breathing. Deep breathing is one of the best ways to lower
stress in the body. This is because when you breathe deeply, it sends a message to your brain to calm down and
relax, which then signals your body to relax.
Belly breathing is easy to do and very relaxing. Try this basic exercise anytime you need to relax or relieve stress:
1. Sit or lie flat in a comfortable position.
2. Put one hand on your belly just below your ribs and the other hand on your chest.
3. Take a deep breath in through your nose, and let your belly push your hand out. Your chest should not move.
4. Breathe out through pursed lips as if you were whistling. Feel the hand on your belly go in and use it to push
all the air out.
5. Do this breathing 3 to 10 times. Take your time with each breath.
6. Notice how you feel at the end of the exercise.

Family Lives was formally registered as a charity in 1999, and operated under the name of Parentline Plus. The
parents that founded Parentline believed that there needed to be a dedicated organisation
supporting parents, before they reached crisis point.
How can they help you? If you would like support and advice, you call their confidential helpline on 0808 800
2222 or you can talk with them online. You can contact them about any family issue, big or small. They listen,
support and never judge.

YoungMinds is the UK’s leading charity championing the wellbeing and mental health of young people. They exist
so that young people have the strongest possible voice in improving their mental health.
They strive to make sure everything from practice in schools and services to Government policy is driven by
young people’s experiences and aspirations. They support parents to help their children through difficult times,
they equip professionals to provide the best possible support to the young people that they work with, and they
empower young people to change their world.

Young Minds are supporting the #Take20 initiative.
This page on their website has some great information and suggestions for taking 20 minutes to start a
conversation. “Talking to your child about how they’re feeling can be hard. By taking 20 minutes with them to do
an activity you’ll both enjoy, you’ll create a relaxed space to start that conversation. Here are lots of fun activity
ideas, conversation starters and advice to make talking easier and help you and your child #Take20.”

Great Books Guide 2021: best new children's books
Are you starting to think about Christmas presents yet?
Here are 100 books from the last year that we think are great – and so will children.
Research shows that the children who are the most engaged with reading and writing (i.e. those who enjoy it, do
it daily and have positive attitudes towards it) are three times more likely to have higher levels of
mental wellbeing than children who don’t. As a school, one of our priorities is to get children excited about
books, stories and rhymes because if reading is fun, children will want to do it. We’d like to share with you this
guide full of books we think are absolutely brilliant, carefully chosen to engage and excite children all the way up
to age 11. We believe that the "right" book is always the book a child wants to read – and we hope this guide
inspires you to find that book.
You can look at the books by age on the website, or download the full Great Books Guide 2021

This year we will be having a Black History Month Competition!
There will be a prize for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in each year group.
We would like the children to research an inspirational black individual. This could be a politician, musician,
athlete, actor or even someone at home or in their community!
The children will then display their information in whatever form they like – they could make a poster, a
PowerPoint presentation, a poem or even record a video of themselves. It’s your chance to be as creative as you
like and feel free to involve your family in your project!
Please give your entries to your class teacher or email them to info@oasisputney.org
The deadline for submissions will be Friday 5th November and the winners will be announced on Monday 8th
November.
Thank you all so much for your fantastic support in your child’s learning!

School Uniform and Property
Please make sure all children’s uniform and belongings are named. We have no way of reuniting lost property
unless it has your child’s name on it.

Punctuality
LATENESS = LOST LEARNING (Figures below are calculated over a school year)
5 minutes late each day 3 days lost!
10 minutes late each day 6.5 days lost!
15 minutes late each day 10 days lost!
20 minutes late each day 13 days lost!
30 minutes late each day 19 days lost!

Attendance
Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions with registration in the
morning at 09:00 and after lunch in the afternoon. Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for
any whole session including registration.
Please see below the attendance percentages for last week.
Birch (1)
Cherry (1)
Conker (R)
Elm (5)
Holly (4)
Maple (2)
Pine (4)
Rowan (2)
Sycamore (3)
Willow (3)
Total

96.47%
86.67%
96.49%
97.14%
86.32%
99.47%
93.53%
96.40%
96.36%
94.00%
94.48%

Our attendance target is 98%
Our attendance last week was 94.48%
Our attendance so far this year is 95.13%
Last week there were 25 late arrivals recorded. This meant that 5 hours and 20 minutes of education were
missed!

Persistent Pupil Absence
The new education secretary, Nadhim Zahawi has vowed to tackle persistent pupil absences describing it as a key
priority. I am grateful to the detailed monitoring carried out by Miss Chandler to find out why children are
missing their learning. We work closely with yourselves and monitor all unauthorised absences. These can result
in a fixed penalty fine. Please work with us to provide your child with the best chances of learning by ensuring
they are in school every day and on time.

Outstanding Certificates
The children who have made amazing achievements this week are:
Class
Cherry

Reader
Miya

Writer
Adannia

Birch

Marcello

Elias

Maple

Eliza

Prixy

Sycamore

Bella

Leila

Willow

Nylah

Nadia

Holly

Finn

Vinnie

Pine
Elm

Samuel

Alanna

Rowan

Outstanding
Rafe, Rex, Ziggy and
Eeqan
Kal el, Lamide, Cameron
and Leila N
Asa, Casper, Rosie and
Marta
Peter, Somer, Ethan and
Luc
Poppy, Che, Tate, Charlie,
Ralph, Edward, Lana,
Ne’riah, Ja’Zarrha-Lee
and Jaziba
Elani, Anais, Andrew, Isla,
Eddy, Eliana, Yasmin and
Samanta
Danish, Georgia, Sienna
and Megan
Tegan, Allen, Ophelia and
Maggie

Congratulations to you all
Keep up the good work
Clubs
There are still places available in clubs, if your child is
interested in joining a club please get them signed up as
soon as possible. If you need the contacts again, please
contact the office.

Change of Details
Change of address, telephone, mobile number, or
email, please inform the school by emailing us,
info@oasisputney.org

Was your child born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018?
You can apply for a Reception place to start in September 2022 by visiting the Wandsworth Primary Admissions
website: https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/schools-and-admissions/admissions/primary-schooladmissions/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
We would like to meet you and show you around our school so you can see all the wonderful teaching and
learning that take place at Oasis Academy Putney, have a tour around the school and meet some of the
dedicated staff team.
You are invited to our open days:
Tuesday the 12th of October

1:30 – 2:30

Wednesday the 20th of October

9:30 – 10:30

Please pass the dates to any family members or friends with children in this age range.
We can't wait to meet you!

Applying for Free School Meals
If your child qualifies for free school meals, it’s important that you tell their school – even if they take a
packed lunch – as this enables them to claim pupil premium and provide your child with additional support
and opportunities. A reminder that the eligibility for free school meals is if parent(s) are in receipt of any of
the following:
Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have
Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than
an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).
Registering for free school meals, whilst your child is primary school age, could still have significant financial
benefits for you, depending on the school you attend.
To check your eligibility go to https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict

Congratulations!
We would like to say a huge Well Done! To Poppy who competed in the Bournemouth Run Festival a couple of weeks
ago. She raced in the Kids 1.5km (ages 6-8) finishing in 8m 9s and then the Sundowner 5km with three generations of
family plus pet puppy Alfie!

So 4 miles in total!

She ran brilliantly with style, stamina, pace and confidence!

Finally, we sadly say goodbye and good luck to Mrs Nicholls in the academy office. She will leave us at the end of half
term. She has provided a range of skills to the school office and made it run more efficiently in the time that she has
been with us. She is off to try a new job outside of the world of education.

Reception
Autumn 1 has come and gone so quickly! The Conker children have had a jam-packed term, full of exciting lessons
and activities. They have formed special friendships and learnt an abundance of new skills.
We have been learning all about the different types of homes in the world and what they are made of. We read
the story of the Three Little Pigs and the different types of homes they built. In our partners we discussed which
house was the best to live in and why. We also made our own mud huts!
In maths we have been consolidating our numbers up to 3 and growing our understanding of 1 more and 1 less.
Have a lovely half term break and see you next term!

Year 1
It’s been an arty week for us here in Year 1. We had a fantastic time learning all about Ghanaian Adinkra symbols
from two artists who came all the way from the October Gallery. We enjoyed getting creative and designing our
own symbols before making them into stamps and printing them onto one big piece of art. We think it looks
brilliant and what’s even better is that we had lots of fun too! Great job Year 1!

Year 2
Year 2 have been busy writing their poems. The children have been rewriting Judith Viorst’s and telling us all that
they would do if they were to be in charge of the school. Apparently, some would love to get rid of all teachers
and have unlimited playtime!
In maths, we have been looking at adding and subtracting two-digit numbers from two-digit numbers. Myself and
Miss Hind are very impressed with all of the children and would like congratulate the children on being resilient
and remaining positive.

Year 3

What an exciting and busy week we have had in year 3, and what a way to end the half term.
On Monday, the children took part in an art workshop, which was led by two of the artists from the October
Gallery. The children created amazing art pieces and they each have a clay pot to bring home, which has been
inspired by one of the black artists whose work has been displayed at the art gallery.
On Wednesday, the children all completed their Christmas card (and tea towel designs) with the help of the PTFA.
We hope that you like them as much as we do and order them as your Christmas cards this year.
We have continued to work hard on our regular curriculum all week, with the children creating wonderful poems
based on the poem A Reflection in Me. They have worked hard using their adverbs of manner, inverted commas,
and noun phrases to bring their poems to life; we are immensely proud of them all. In maths, we continue to
work on our addition skills and how to apply what we know to challenging problems.
The children will all be bringing home a letter, which will help them be able to navigate their way around
Accelerated Reader through the app – eplatform. There are books on there for them to start to read, and there
are quizzes for them to complete through the Accelerated Reader – Star Reader app. The children know these
apps and should be able to navigate their way onto them. These are additional reading books to the ones that the
children get from school. The range is still quite limited, but the online library website is building up their reading
material, so hopefully as the year goes on, the breadth of books will increase.
Finally, we would like to say how proud we are of the children this half term, and we know how hard they have
worked throughout the past 7 weeks. We would like to thank you all for your continued support and we wish you
all a very restful half term break. We look forward to seeing you all back on Monday 1st November.

Year 4
This week we have been continuing our English focus on Poetry; the children have been writing their own
interpretation of Beautifully Different, Wonderfully the Same with a focus on their experiences in school. There
has been some amazing, finished work and the children produced some wonderfully powerful pieces.
In drama, the classes continued to practice performing their poem Adults, which is getting more impressive every
week! I have included some pictures of their improvisational work: the children are split into groups and are given
an object by the instructor which they have to create, silently, with their bodies. They only have 20 seconds, but
the results are often impressive. Below we have examples of a birthday cake, a clock and a lawnmower.
On Monday, we had a visit from the October Gallery which linked to the school’s focus on Black History Month.
The children were shown how to work with clay and gold leaf to create sculptures inspired by prominent African
artists. The children produced lots of very unique work which will be brought home once properly dried out!

Year 5
This week, Year 5 have finished the unit of addition and subtraction and they took part in some fun revision
lessons where they had to apply their knowledge to a variety of word problems, puzzles and riddles. In English,
the children published their poems and the final outcomes looked amazing! This week, the children have been
doing lots of art. One lesson, the children created their own artwork based on Rene Magritte and the other piece
was inspired by the artwork of Frida Kahlo. With this piece, the children had to choose objects and animals to
help represent themselves. The children’s imagination really ran wild with these and they all looked great! Well
done for a fantastic first half term, Year 5.

Saplings
This week in Saplings class, we have been learning numbers to 100, perfecting our days of the week and exploring
the contents of Mrs Castle's magic bag! The bag is filled with visually engaging objects and toys, and the aim is to
gain the shared attention of the group. The adult shows each item to the group and uses simple repetitive
vocabulary to comment on the various objects. This exercise helps the children with communication, language
and turn-taking. We found a bat, a stretchy unicorn and lighting up maraca! We have also been busy whipping up
a storm in the rainbow room, making some fabulous pizza! Stretching out the dough, then topping it with the
tomato sauce and cheese was great fun, and it helped with our fine motor skills. It was also delicious...!
Miss Goh visited the hub on Thursday as she will be helping us after the half-term, and the children shared some
of their Sapling experiences with her. Dalia said, 'In Saplings, we stick together.’ Ziggy said, 'We tidy up the room
at the end of the day.’ Henry said, 'We have to do our handwriting every time we come in,' and Lamide shared his
favourite book 'Gruffalo' with her.
We are all looking forward to a rest after a busy 1st half term, but we are equally excited to get going again after
we have recharged our batteries!
Our message to you all is of unity! "Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much."
God bless you all, and happy half-term!
The Saplings team
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